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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, SF 

SUBJECT: BIKO FAMILY SENDS LETTERS OF DEMAND 

REF: PRETORIA 7066 

1 . PRESS OF JAN 4 REPORTS THAT THE BIKO FAMILY HAS SERVED 
LETTERS OF DEMAND ON THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, GENERAL 
PRINSLOO, AND THE MINISTER OF HEALTH, DR. VAN DER MERWE, 

FOR A TOTAL OF RAND 178,000 FOR DAMAGES ARISING FROM THE 
DEATH OF STEVE BIKO. THE CLAIMES ARE IN THE NAME OF BIKO'S 
WIFE WHO IS CLAIMING RAND 148,000 IN LOSS OF SUPPORT FOR 
HERSELF AND THE TWO CHIDREN, AND HIS MOTHER, WHO IS 
CLAIMING RAND 30,000 IN LOSS OF SUPPORT. THE REASONS GIVEN 
BY THE FAMILY FOR THE ACTION ARE THAT A) AT THE TIME 

OF HIS DEATH, BIKO WAS SOLE SUPPORT OF HIS WIFE, CHILDREN 
AND MOTHER; B) BIKO DIED OF INJURIES INFLICTED BY "ONE OR OTHER" 

OF THE POLICE OFFICERS IN WHOSE CUSTODY HE WAS; C) THAT THE SECURITY 
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POLICE "WILLFULLY OR NEGLIGENTLY" MISLED THE DOCTORS ATTENDING 
BIKO; AND D) THAT THE TWO DISTRICT SURGEONS "HAD NEGLECTED OR 
FAILED TO DIAGNOSE THAT ( BIKO) HAD SUSTAINED A SERIOUS HEAD 
INJURY OR INJURIES AND HAD FAILED TO TREAT HIM IN A 
MANNER WHICH MAY HAVE SAVED HIS LIFE." 

2. THE PRESS ACCOUNTS SAY THAT IF THE DEMANDS OF THE LETTERS 
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ARE NOT MET WITHIN A MONTH, SUIT ACTION WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST 
VAN DER MERWE AND THE MINISTER OF POLICE, JIMMY KRUGER. 

POLICE COMMISSIONER PRINSLOO IS APPARENTLY CITED IN THE LETTERS 
OF DEMAND IN HIS ROLE AS OFFICER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REGIONAL 
SECURITY DETACHMENT, BUT KRUGER WOULD BE THE OBJECT OF THE 
SUIT. BOWDLER 
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